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PROFIBITION AND TRANSPORTATION AS
TRANSCENDENT PROBLEMS OF THE NATION

RummendsRigommEnmedﬁohib’ﬁoqtolheEnd
“hat Such Action Will Concentrate Public Attention Up-
on Any Requisite Modification—1Is to Call a Conference
of Governors With Federal Authorities to Cooperate to
Overcome Law Violations “Which Savor of Nation-
Wide Scandal”—Would Coordinate All Transportation
Facilities, Rail, Water and Motor—Favors a Federal Tri-
bunal to Deal With Disputes Between Carriers and Their
Workers, With Ample Authority ta Enforce Its Decisions
—Strongly Urges Widening of Farm Credits—Several
Other Recommendations Made to Congress.

Washington, Dec. 3. —President ilard-
ing, addresaing congreas in person to-
day on the state of the Unlon, placwd
the transportation situstion, prohidition
enforcement and farm credita In the
fardfrent of the patienal problems
pressing for solution.

Also he tooi cocasion to reply difect-
ly to those who he sald had assumed
thut the United Btates had taken |teelf
"alogt snd apart, unmindful of world
ohligations™ He declared thess gave
“soant credit™ for the “helpful part™
Americea kad asesymed (n Mmternational
relations, referring particulariy to the
wrma conference.

Of the prohibition situation, the ex-
seutive amerted there Were condltions
of enforoement “which savor of natlon-
wide® scandal.” Hes made no_recommen-
datioan on this score, bdut announced
his -purpese to call an eariy conference
of the governcrs of the states .and ter-
ritoris swith the federal authorities Lo
formulate definite polleles of national
and stata co-operstion !n the adminis.
tering of the laww,

Decluring therw was no problem ex-
seeding” in Importance the ons of trans-
portation Mr., Hard'ng told ocongress
there was neéd 1o begir an.plans te co-
ordipate’ all transporiation faoilities—
all, water and motor. As L% the pelled
of the raliroad problem, he suZmested
merger of linea Into systems, n facil-
tated Inter<change of fralght carr and a
omoliatign of facilitles gensrally,

Turning to the mecent rallroad: strike,
:ho'pre:ﬁunt proposed thut, the federal
{ribunal dealing with dlaguies between
he carriera and thelr workers ba given
smple authority to emforoe ity deals-
] He vélead & preference for. boll-
Hon of the raflrond ladior Bourd and the
clacing of {ta funetions under mn en-
arged [nterstate commerce commission,
Should the decisiom ba to contimié this
Soard in éxintenos, however, he =
wf that the partisan mencbarah be
ssalixhied 1o the snd that’ the tribunsl
ba Impartial and the headguarters
fioved from Chicago fe Washingion ro
thers might' be direct contact with the
sorm lewion.

Specific Recotimendation.

The only specific recommendation of
the sxecutive for ennctment of legisia-
Yen at this, the short sesslon «f con-
atees, related 1o the permanent esiadb-
Ustenent of widened farm credits, He
urged both amgle farm productlon cred-
s and enlarged land credily through
miacgement of the powers of the farm
loiin board and rem'nded congress that
wecial proviglon must be made for lve-
ok production credits. Other recom-
mendations Included:

: Other Becommendations,

Ragistration of allens.

Mors rigld examinations of emigrants
it embarkation ports. Pederal asalst-
inea in the edocation of allenn,

A comstitutional amendment giving
somgress authority over child labor.

A constitotional amendment restriot-
ing the jssue of tax exempt securities
by the federal government, the states,
munitipalities and counties,

A study by congresm of the wide-
wpread between production costs and
pricen to conmumers.

The survey of a plan Lo draft adl the
tesources of the nation, juman and ma-
welal, for national défense, y
“A Tostering Interest Ly the natlonal
povernement [n construgtive measures
mlculated to promota tha unification of
Jmagm. wutar and efectric powers in the
Fa mfustrial region.

Favorahla consldaration of reclesma-
ttomand lrrigation projects whera wamte
ind may be made wvallable for ssttle-
mant and productivity.

Co-opetation bDetwesn. the federal gov-
srament, the wvarlous states and  the
ownera of foreat lands to the. end that
pretection from fire should be made
more effective and replanting ancour-

one or two of even the meost Important
of the problems presentad by the presi-
flant. To what extent this situstion
would bear on the ullimate declsion of

the house and senate ors
that ono recommendation of the execu-
tive—shat dsaling with farm cradits—

L 8
Fusuezs TO LOCAL

discusalon of prohBitien enforcement
there wras = general stir with applause;
for one of his declarations on the mm-!
ject—that suggesting the “rigorous and
Itteral enforcement of the dry law will
concentrate publle attendion on any|
requizite modiftoation.” k
Mr. Harding’s pronouncements eon-l_
cerning the Americanization of sallang
also brought manifestations of approvalj
and more particularly his declaration
that allens coming to American shorcs
must respent American {nstitutions
while enjoying the country's hospital-
ity.
—_— I
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE DEALS

WITH SCORE OF SUBJECTS

Final Reparations
Terms For Germany

Are Expected to be Formulat-
ed at Series of Conferences

Beginning in London To-
day.

CABLED PARAGRAPHS

London, Dec. § (By the A. P.).—The
premiers of France, Italy and Belgium,
with staffs of financial experts, arrived
in London today for what {s generally

Traln Blewn OF Track.
Perpignan, France, Dec. §.—A train
was blown off the track near the Fltou
station by a mistral of great viclence, A
sudden gust of wind swept under the

last car but one, lifting it clear oft

the ralls. Two other cars toppled Into
& ravine. No cne was hurst

FUEL ADMINISTEATORS
AND COAL DEALERAM

Hartford, Dee, 8.—State TFuel Ad-
ministrator Thomas W. Russesl] today
sent messages to local fuel administra-
tors and individual coal dealsrs urging
the necessity of using substitutes for
‘domestic anthracite coal and maintain-
ing falr distributlon to all consumers.
The message to ¢oa] dealers through-

Washingion, Dec 8.—Presldent Hard-
ing in his annual massage delivered today-
to congress In person deals with nearly a.!
acore of subjects, ¢hiel among them - |
hibitlon, farm credits, the transportst
problam. child labor mod !mmigration.

He announces hl4 purpose to Invite the
governors of thé states and lerritories to
an eurly confertheoe leh the federal ex-
ecutlve agthority with” a view lo adopt-
ing definits pollcles of natlonal and state
co~operation in administering the prohibi-
tion Iaws. He saye the day !s unlikely to
coms when the prohibition mmendment
will he repealed and that the natlon
should adept Its course mocordingiy.

President Harding tells congress that if
the stututory provisions for probibliion
enforcement mre contrary ‘to  delibegate
public oplnion, 'whioh he:dots not believa,
the rigorous and literal enforcement will
oonocentraté- pahlic attention upon sany
requiaits moslification.:

“~Such a fee.” 14 Vadds, “donforms
with the law and saved the humiliation of
the governmant and the humillation of
our people befdre the world and chal-
lenges the destructive’ forces enguged in

| arising differences, limiting appeals to tha

witespread violatlon, cfMeix] eorruption,
otr! Individual’ Semoralization.”

With regard to the transportation prob-
lam Mr. Harding proposes that the rail-
road lsbor board be abollshed, with the
nubatitution of & labor divislon in the in-
terstate pommerce commission with fmple
power to require its rulings to be accepted
by bolh partles to a dleputed questlon.
The exeottive also proposes that the law
réquire the casrisrs sind thelr employes
t{o inatltute means ard metheds to nefo-
tiate between themselves their constantly

government bady to dispotea of such
character as are likely to affect the pub-
lie weltare., —~ >

Co-ordination of Transportatiom.
Co-ordination of all transportstion 'fa-

would Inclnds mot only inland waterways
but tor truck tr
Ee invelgha against the system of com-
peting against the railroads with truck
roads, thus drawing frelght from the
steam lines instead of making the motor
truck a¥feeder for them As for the car-
rlers themselves, Mr. Harding suggasts as
waye of increased economy and efficlency
that there be a merger of rallways lines
into systems, int ige of freight cars,
the ~cohsolldation of facilities and the
lc une of terminaly

He declares that the managers of the
lines are withotit' that Intsr-carrier co-
operative relationship *so. highly essen-
tial to the beat mnd most ecomomical op-
aration." adding that they ecould not
function in ony when the recent;
strike threate the paralysis of &l
rallway transportaplon.

More extended credit for the farmers Is
strongly urged by the executive, who de-
clares that the vory proof of helpfulfiess
slready giyen is the strongest argument
for the permaniknt astablishment of wid-
ened ereditsa He saya the farm loan bu-
reau may well have Its powers enlarged
to provide ample farm production ereadits
as well as-enlarged land aredits,

m.‘mnm" ‘ﬂ mmmend are
proposed. i wouldl glve congress an-
thority over child labor and the other
would restrict the issues of tax exsmpt
mecuritias which are declared to ba “drr-5
ing up the seurces of federal taxution and
encodraging unproductive and extrava-
gant sxpenditures by states and munint-
palities”

of leglslation providing for

ough examiination of Immigrants at b
(ports of embar¥ation iz urged. The :\r!u:
fdent Bayw thers ir & “recrudesconce of
hyphenated Americanlemn which we
though to haye been stamped out when
we committed the nation. 1ife and soul.
to the war” and adds that advocates of
revofution “tre sbusing the hospitality of

oflitles is urged by the presient. TheseT

out the state was as follows:

“In view of the small reserves of an-
thracita In this stats, I expect avery
coal dealer to do his utmost to spread
distribution of domestic coal o that
every famlly needing coal may recelve
pome, This s necessary to prevent
suffering, which must be avolded, 1if
possible, and can be If de@lers will re-
'cogniza thelr duty to the public.”

DELVING INTO PAST LIFE
OF MIS8 FREANCES BIEEHEAD

Oxford, Miss, Dec. §.—Alleged incl-
dents in the life of Miss Frances Birk-
head during her early girlhood, In the
village Bf Dover, 3\lss,, later In Pear-
gall, Tex.,, and during recent years in
Mississippl and Loulsiana wers told to

i & federal jury today by witlesapa called

by the defenss in the trial of her dam-
age sult agalnst Lee M. Russel, gov-
ernor of Mi=alswippl.

Just before court adjourned, Nirs.
Russell, wife of the povernor, was an-
nounced as the next witness, but owing
to the late hour szhe &dd not take tha
stand. .

Testimony today dealt largely with
mileged Imyproprieties on the part ot
Miss Birkhead at a danece near Dover,
and Guring her brief realdences in Pear-
sall: of threats one witness declared
sle made [n Jackson In 920, that she
was “going to Vicksburg to kill & man
who had ruined her reputation and
‘coming back to kill the governor.! and
of 2 viglt o a roadhouse in New Or-
lcans. - : ]

The morning scssion was dévoted
princlpally to conclumiom of the  dtoms
exumination of Governor Russeli! Hi
temtimony was chiefly & repetition of
fanials he made previously In detal! to
all the allegations made by Miss Birk-
head which Included” & charge of seduo-
tion and qi; alleged promise that he
would obtain & divorce 4 marry her

“I never thought of a thing as
divorce,” the governor sald, I wouldn't
glve my ‘wife up for &1l the women in
the world"

FRIENDS OF PEOHIBITION
COMFLETELY CONTEOL HOUSE

Washington, Dec. 8.—F'riends of prohi-
Gitlon In completa control in (Fe houss,
mads 2 clean swesap today in koneking
out amendmaents to the prohibition section
of the tremsury supply bill which they
claimed weer designed to weaken enforce-
ment of tha Volstead law, 1

Btanding slone at times, Repragentative
J#HiN, republican, Maryland, sought to

portation. s ~welll [ lhmit the money spending activities of the

prohibition unmit, but hiz propesals wera
thrown out bodily after thirty minutes of
bitter debats In which the manner of the
law's enforcement was commended and
condemned. Numercus references wers
made to the annuzl address to congress,
dellvered earlier in the day by Presidt
Harding, and there was vigarous Al
plauss when members recalled that the
president had sald the sightesnth amend-
ment-was here to stay.

The bill stood like & stone wall against
attacks by Mr. Hill's group, which often
included only himself. It had not reagh-
ed the point of passegs tonight, becauss
of an agresment to defer until tomorrow
action on 2 provision for substituting fast
p'm)wer presses for hand presses on which

& government's money la has b
printed at the buerau of mnn:\rm;. =

The higgest vots against the prohibition
Sroup was seven, that number of members
Fipporting an amendment By Rapresenta-
tive Tinkham, republican: Massachusetts,
providing that men employed In enforpe-
ment work should be appointsd from the
eivil segvice, against ve In opposition.

AT NOON TODAY INX BATH, ME.

.Bath, Me, Dec. 3.—Senaior Walter E.
Edge, of New Jersey arrived herg lais

| today for his wedding at noon tomerrow

Lo Miss Camllla Sewall, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Harold M. Sewall, of this city.
Aceompanying Senator

Tegivtration of allens and for more thor. | M5

Frederick Hale
Mﬂne;ﬂabmbehstnimmng;f
Tesentativ Longworth, of

of | American ‘shores., finding their deluded | *294InE-

followers among those who

lments of an American without
oE an Ap-:tua l-;ml." '

g allens the
addx, will coable the mation o ranrs
aguingl abuses In.immigration, checking
the gndesirable whose frregular coming
in bis first violation of The law and at the
same time will facliitate ths needed
?'t those who mean to en.

and promote 1. understand-
ing.™ ho anld. - “We are cognizant of the
world’s struggies for full resadjustment
and rehabilitation, and we have shirked
na duty which comes of sympathy or fra-

It has béen our fortune both to preach |

The wedding gift of the president
Mrs. Harding was mé‘::

3 announced
It ‘is an oll pn;nﬂns entitied “Cabore®,
.
IN }l;— .
CAUSED MANY DEATHS

Londofi, Dec.. B—A mevers
at Kiushiu, the Mhsmm

\ tioms.

_gl‘l Hev. F. C. Leining, of Providence,

town, efid dty. clerks to relain the tsin

described as the most eriticil conference
of the four years' suocession of oconfer-
ences which have struggled to fix definits
and fingl ceparations terms for Germany.
Tomorrow the premisrs will meet with
Prime Minlster Bonar Law to begin the
discussions, set to last through the week
erid, If not Into the early part of the
coming weaek

It will be & meeting of men who have
not worked together before.
Mr. Bonar Law will enter his first con-
ference as prime minlster. The French
haed come to regard Mr. Lioyd George as
too friendly toward Germany. and though
thers has been nothing thus far in Mr.
Bonar Law’s utterances of policy to glve
direct encouragement. they hope, as it
was expressed in French quarters tonight,
to find him more sympathetic toward
France than his predecessor.

Premisr Mussolini of Ttaly is & man of
mystery. No one knows what he has in

Stormy Session of |
~ The Dail Eireann.

Labor Members Incensed by
the Executions of Rory
O'Connor, Liam Mellowes
and Two Other Rebels.

Dublin, Dec. 3.—(By Thé A, P.)—The
executions of Rory O'Connor, Liam
Mellowss and two other rebels as a
form of reprisal lowought the government
into conflict with the labor members
of tha Dail Elreann at this afterncon’s
sesEion. .

While defeated for ithe moment in

their attempt to bring about a debats on |
the executlons, the Inborites sgerved no- |

tlee that they wers not dona woth the

Iquestlon and wsrned the government

that such ucts would tarnish the good
name of the Irish Free State before the
world.

Tom Johnson, leader of the laborites,
wus on his feet at the opening of the

pession with & demand for a statement

from the government, Presldent Cos-
grave peremptorily refused, but Alr
Johnson pressed his demand, whereupon
the president appealed to the chalrman
to proceed with the scheduled business,
the electlon of a eommitiee on the ap-
pointment of ministers.

The labor leaGer retorted that execu-
tlons such as these were far more im-
portant than the election of any com-

THINGS TO BE

REMEMBERED

agree that this statement is true.
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mind go far as the reparations subject is
concernsd. but there are many who he'd
strong belief that if the chance offers he
wiil demand for Italy a full share of any.
German payments declded upon. He came

comed voclfercusiy by a gathering of his
compatriols.

Great Eritain's attilude In tho confer-
tence will be a Teceptive one, So far as
mown the government has fraumed no
program, but Premisr Polncare will bring
full plans for a settiement with Germsany,
whose unfolding is awaited with deepest
Interest and anxiety, while it is expected
that Germeny, who long has been accused
of fallura to make constructiive proposals,

[
mittee, and that they might end in thelr
being no need for such election. He
moved suspension of the standing orders
to allow the matter to be debated, but
President Cosgrave objected, a division

te London on & lats train and was Wel- | Was laken, and the labor motlon was re-

Jected by a vote of 34 to 14.

Mr. Johnson them gave formal notice
that he would ralse the gquestion later,
deciaring it needed urgent attention, and

the laborites withdrew thelr nominations
for the ittee to appol ministers
80 that It would not be representive of
all partles, as prescribed by the consti-
tution. To this move President Cosgrave

replied that the electlon would procaed

will send from its new chanesllor, Hegr
uno, an outllne of what he professes to
think Gérmany can do.

America is wholly outside theé meeting,
but the words Unitedl Btates cannot be
dissociated from it Somse optimistic ob-
sarvers still ¢lir to the bellef that Great
Britaln and the United Btates might co=
operate In a big loan to Garmany in.case
ruch & loan !s proposed, coupling the idea
with the susgestion that Germany use at
Jenst half the proceeds of the loan to pay
France, which woud mean that for a iong
period part of tha payment of Germany's
indemnity to France would ba shifted to
the shoulders of those two soivent na-

Anothsr problem which s puzsling
commentators deeply s the presence in
:London of the American ambassadors,
| Fleicher and Houghton: The American
| diplomuts have been walting far two days
“to mest Ambasssdor Harvey, who is de-
tained at Warwleck castls by the lllness of
his wife

The newspapers wiM have [t that the
Tnited States proposes to take some sen-
sationa] part in the present negotiations
jbut from other quarters which should be
| begt Informed comes a statement that the
| ressence of the Americans has nog.gréater
. ®lgnificance than that the American diplo-
+mats are beginning the practice of meet-
'ing together for discussion of affairs of
imﬂnl imteresi to their
L

The presence in Europs of Senator Me-
Cormick has started another rumofin the
! newspapars of alleged mysterious Ameri.
can activity, They desoribe Mr. MoCor-
mick as President Harding’s friend and
| adviser and suggest. as they did when he
imads & previous tour, that he Is acting

SVECY,
yet | counc!

1

——

CENTENABY OF UNIV]
CHURCH IN DANBUEY

the Rev. G. H, Lelning asx = ministsr
of the Universallst church marked the
opehing of the celsbratlon of the 180th

celebration wiil . last
three days.

The ordinatlon sermon was preached |
by the Rev. T. A, Fischer of New Ha-
ven,  while the chargs was dsllverad by

1. brother of the

.

new minister,

WOULD WITHHOLD LODGE'S :
CEETIFICATE oF ELECTION|

N ok L g 1! il

Boston, Dec. §—As counssl :ag:ﬁj
Conrad:

Fift
i

A, Nichaolls, defeated prohibition

date for United  States senator, I
or Cox mot'to issue to Senator Hei
Mt I crene sctie o
retary of state ‘that he had ssiked all

[ He was almoht

Dsnbury, Dec. §—The ordinstion nf -

as heduled, and that if any of the
members neglected their duty it was
thelr own affalr,

Alr. Johnson found opportunity to maks
the labor position clear at adjournment,
He strongly denounced the government
for indulging in reprisal executlons aund
pointed out that the men ecxecuted had
never been given trial, being confined in
prison for an offense dating back to last
July. The fact that they had been In-
carcerated since that time showed that
they could not have beefn engaged in any
conspiracy as allegad by the govern-
ment; in fact any other four prisoners
might as well have been taken out and
shol.

Had the government no regard, he
asked, for the good name of the Irish
State or for the honor of Ireland that
they shiould make thelr first et one to
destroy in the public mind the assocla-
tion of government with the idea of law?
foreed to say that the
government had killed the new state at
ita birth. ,

Gesrga. Gavan Duffy eseconded Mr.
Johnson's protest, asking: “"When is this
Corsican vendetia to end?™ He declared
the ministers seemed to forget that they
were & government and that all forms
of vengoance should cease,

Minister of Defenss Muleahy, replying,
sald ths men had not been executed be-
cause of the assassination of a man
whom . the government honored (Seen
Hales) but becausa they were forcea

around them more viclous and
insidious than Great Britain hlué ever
employed inst & repr va EOv-
ernment in Irelend

The government was conducted by
about ninety men and was most vulnera-
ble if it tolerated an armed band in-
tent simply upon the assasmination’ of

b vere
| anniversary of the Universallst church

:jﬁas
i}

H

) g
i
EIEEvER

1otM “hecausa ‘of Mr." Nicholls' intention
‘to” contést he election. .

luhnsht_-d the first psychopathic ward In

ber of parliament. The army |y

i

BRIEF TELEGRAMS

Dnmage estimaird at $6.900 wns cans”
ed by a fire in the opera house on Water
street, Gardner, Me.

A large stock of Christmas trade
Laleds was destroyed, when the Safery
Sled plant at Jewett, near Kane, Fa.,
was burned.

The Association of Rallway Executives
have declded to withdraw, 3o far as pos-
sihle, from all questions deallag with
labog traffic gnd public relations,

Wage increases totalllng spprezimately
$1.200,000 annually for 30,000 mainten-
ance of way employes of the Pennsyl-
vania rallroad system have been granted

Rallronds are justified in refuning te
pay damages for jewslry that is loet orf
stolen from the baggage of travelers, the
Interstate commerce commission held.

Fire In a four story brick apartment
‘ pullding In the West End, Boston, drove
17 scantily attired persons into tbe strect

The Boston municipal furl committee s
distributing nearly 1700 tons of semi-
anthruclte coal ordersd by more than
1609 consumers.

3. G. Stewnrt a neighbor and friend of
{ Abraham Lilncoln in Springfield, IIl, ated
{at his home in Hamliton, Wash, aged 3§
. years.

Frank and Jacob Bogdenell, hrethers,
who operate & chaln of provision stores
In Massachusetts cilles, were arrested in
Lowell on charges of arson.

Garret B, Van Fleet, 95, sald by rela-
tives to be the oldest momber of the'
Grand Army of the Republic, dled at the
home of Liy son, AMarshall H. Van Fleet
1 In Denver.

Dr. J. Momigomery Mosher, 68, noted
nerve specialist, died in Albany. He e8-

connaction with a general hospital In thal
' United States,

Germany's coal Imports duoring Oe-
tober amounted to 5,295,371 tons, aceord-
ing to official statisties, whila 1 500,000
tons were dellvered to the reparations
commission.

MaeDonald Smith, professlonnl goller
and holder of the 1321 Metropolitan
| championship of the Atlantic coast, has
i obtained a license to wed Mra. Louls
Harvey, San Francisco goclely woman.

Fire yesterday destroyed =n  frame
bullding on North Elm street, Walling-
ford, owned by the Choate school, with
a-loms estimated at $10,000. The bulld-
ing had been oocupled by R. A. McOr-
mand, a master at the achool

———

Eagerness to buy a vessel and go to

Strout of the schooner Jesse L. Leach
which foundered last Saturday off Cape
Ann.

Seven registered lefter emch conialning
$1,000 ment to the Havana branch of
iLhe National City Bank of New TYork,
‘were rifled aboard the steamer Pastores
{dur'mg a trip between New York city and
| Havana.

Seven young men whe were arrested
in Bridgeport for robbery of pre-pay-
ment gas meters all over the eclty, shich
netied them considefable cash, were sent
to jail each for a year,

An involuntary petition In bankrupicy
was filed in the faderzl district court
in New York, agalnst George W. Morse,
doing business as George W. Aorse and
company, stock hrokers.

Political eireles were surprised In
Phiadelphla by the announcement that
all contributors of $100 or more to the
campaign fund of Senator George Whar-
ton P=pper would recelve z refund of
teii per cent.

George Moshler and George Stevems, of

ult upon two 17-year old giria, secur-
ed ball in §3,000 each and are now awalt-
Ing action of the superior court

A special stockholders meeting’ will
heid In New York December 22 to con-
sider Increasing the capital stock of El-
liott Fisher company, adding machine
manufacturers to §$6,500,000 by issgance
of 30,000 ghares common stock at $108
par value, it was announced.

The net cosi o f the foreigmn servies
of the United States for the coming fis-
cial year was piaced at “substantially
fess than §4,000,000" by Secretary
Hughes In explaining tha state depart-
meant's estimates to the house sub-com-
mittse on appropriations.

Freight movement, which has been ab-
normally heevy for several wesks, Is}
i 8till sslting new seasonal records, ac-
cording to reports made public by the
car gervice division of the American
Rallway Assoclation. ~

Rep tative Joh republicaa,
South Dakota, has !ftroduced a bill giv-
ing the president aunthority ‘In war time
to draft the unorganized militia, without
exemption of men from 21 to 30 on ac-
cont of industrial occupation. ;

Los Angeles, according to an smpounes-
ment from her home.  Her physiclan
 mtated, however, her - present ocondiion
was not

VWhils r | losst In
unoccupled former home In Springfield,
Mrs. Edith Breck of Boston came upon
a young woman, about 35 years old, near-

unconscious from exhaustion and ex-
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RUSSIANS LESS POSITVE
ONDARDANELLES QUESTION

& A P)—

expressed ap-

Japan today spoke for the first time on
teh stralls problem. Baren Hajyashl the
Japanese representative, sa!d that Japan,
as a power having great shipring inter-
exts In the Mediterranean, hoped for trade
in the Black sea and was vitally inter-,
ested in the regulation of Near Eastern
He was entire!y in accord with

the American ambassador, concerning the
Firaits and liberiy of commeree in the
Black sea, and thHEl he had listened wih
great delight to the statements of Ismet
Pasha, on behall of Turkey, who had ap-
procched the difficult problem In & sym-
pathetic and oonciliatory manrner,
Hayashi added that the addross of Lord
Curzon, the Driusn forelgn minister, had
assured him that a sohution of the siraits
Guestion was nearing.

Lord Curzom openad the session with
a long detalled review of the poinls om
the Turks differ~d from the en-
tente Dlans, and replied o guest'ons oB
which Ismet Pasha bad asked further in-
formation at the moming sesslon.
addrees indicated that most of the ques-
tlons on which the extente and the Turks
differed were proper pabjects for discus-
sion In an informal way by miiitary and
naval expertz, and expressed the opinlon
that suoch discussion would Uring forward

which would undoubtedly form the basls
for agreement.

The only harsh note of the session came
when M. Tchitcherin and M. Takovsky,
also of the Russian delegation. demanded
that Russic be admitted to all informal
discussions which may take place between
the military and naval experts of the
Turks and the entenle on the siraits
question. Lord Curzon held thizs wonld
be Impossible, as these discussions would
be Informal and wholly unofMiclal. He
mald that Russia had no right to demand
representation when other powers Inter-
ested in the stralts wers making no such
request. In the case the problem of
siralis was in M)

Lord

sea agaln was expressed by Captl B, C.~|'

plalned that the Russian experts would be
tcome.

openiing the session Lord Curzom
said he was glad the Turks had accepled
the principle of demilitarised zones on
the stralts provided they were assured

Bolshevik Delegate Now Coincides With Turkish Proposals
for Regulation of the Straits—Japan Voices Accord With
America for Liberty of Commerce in the Black Sea—
Russia’s Demand for Participation in All Informal Dis-
cussions is Definitely Denied—Turks Have Accepted the
Principle of Demilitarized Zones on the Straits,

Lausanne, Dec. § (By
ecorges Tchitcherin, the bolshevik
abandoned his previ-
ously extremely hostile attitude regard-
ing the Dardanelles gquestion at this af-
termoon’'s peaceful session of the Near
Eastern conference
proval of the Turkish proposais for T=gu-
iation of the smtralts, with the reservation
that he must see tho actual worids of the
sections covering the various polnts at
issue before he could give full approval

adequate protection: that the Turks had
accepled the principle of the free passage
of warshipe and merchaninen in times of
peace or war, and also in principle an ine
ternational commission to regulsie com-
mereial navigation., He added (Rat the
Turks had Iald down the basly of the
regime they denired 'o pee applied to the
stralte, and that 't s pouable to
harmonize this with the entesta views

The Turks withdrew the'r rugpestion
that the powers zhould not ba allowsd to
maintain warships in the Plack sea. po
that this guestion wis no dle=imsed at
the afternoon meeting. Taking up in
order the suggestiona Isme: FPasha mads
it the meming semsion, on =R ) Turkey
desired further explanation, Lord Curzom
sald that on the question of puarantees
o that Constantinople would ba frea
from mttack, the aliles felt the allled pro-
pomals were adequate, so fir as milliary
and naval guaraniees wers conoerned. He
Indicated, however, th't, as In the case
of Thrace, further intsrnationa! guaran-
tees of n polltical character wer= worthy
of considerntion. This question had heen
R matter of study on the part of allled
jurists In onder to recomclle their views

On Ismet Pashu's suggestion that there
should be a Imitation of naval forces ene
tering the Black sea, Lord Cureon de
clared he thought the principle 1aid down
by the allles was sound
lins wers willlng to intery
eral way and felt sure a satisfactory fore
mula could be worked onut after scmver-

ons.

Commenting on Istst Pasha's polmt
that there should be Iderty of h T
through the stralts in pease and war for
commereial ships, with Turkey having the
right of search In case she was a' war,
Iord Curzom the allles wors agreed.
Whils the Britlsh forelgn minirier puld
the allles delieved the Bea of XMarmers
could riot be definitely sv-lud=d from the
demilitarized zones. as lamet! Pusha de
fired. becauss the sea In 2 reormiphical
continuation of the stralts It was quite
poswlble, without Interfering with the
right of free passage for the defenss of
the Bea of Marmora within certaln l'm-
its, and this question doubtiess could be
worked out by the experta

Replying to Iemet Pasha's contention
that the demilitarized sons was too large,
Lord Curzon sald {t might be possible ta
make changes in it in the vicinity of Con-
santineple. The allies. he added would
grant the request of the Turks that
Turkish troops be permitted to cross from
one side of the demilitarized zome 10 an-
other, ¥ they were |8 transit. As 19
Ismel Pasha's suggestion that Torkey
must have arsenals in the demilitariped
sones, Lord Curzon declared this ques-
tion would nmot be dlfficult to settle Sod
that It. could natarauy opetter be consld-
ered when the military and naval clacesl
of the treaty wers reached

CLEMENCEAU
IN PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Washington, Déc. §. (By the A. P)—
Georges Clemenceau, closing his viwit to
Washington this afternoon with a “for-
mal” address, sipresed the hope that

o iplomacy would find the -way te srmg
the Devon section of Milford, accused of , into’ Europesn” ‘aifalrs
interpreled =s an

Harding n the
exacutive

Amerioa back

“overture” by President
annual message, which the
had read to congress a4 few hours

“1 was m-utly. comforted,” sald the

ESTIMATED FIEE LOSS OF
$15,000,000 IN ASTORIA, ORE

—

Astoria, Oregon, Dec. §.—(By ths A
P.)—The business district of Astoriay
the oldest ciy !n Oregom, s In
hundreds of persons ars homeleszs
property loss estimated at §15.000
was caused by & fire here today. Fer
ten hours the fire held sway, cating EN
ever-widening path through the city
until shortly after moon when dynamits

Banks, newspaper, plants. hotels
stores, theatres, and numerous bull@ings
housing o warlety of business plachs

wers destroyed., According to Fioe
| Chitet

Foster, the firs got out com-
trol. because it reached the piling

of
the-

it

Edna Purviance, leading woman for
Charlle Chaplin, is 11l with pleurisy, In|
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